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CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORKING GROUP 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1. This report updates Carlisle Local Committee on the development of 
the new Children & Young People’s Working Group (“the Working 
Group”). 

2. STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The items covered by this report support the Council to achieve the 
outcomes stated in the Council Plan 2018-2022: 

• People in Cumbria are healthy and safe 
• Places in Cumbria are well-connected and thriving 
• The economy in Cumbria is growing and benefits everyone 

The Carlisle Local Committee Area Plan has four main priorities: 

• Economic Growth 
• Accessibility 
• Strong Communities 
• Health & Wellbeing 

2.2. A separate Equality Impact Assessment is not required for this report 
as it is primarily for information purposes.  

3. RECOMMENDATION 

3.1. Members are asked to note this report and the minutes of the meetings 
of the Working Group at Appendices E and F. 

3.2. Members are asked to comment on the Working Group’s suggested 
priority themes for children and young people and/or suggest other 
areas of work for the Working Group to consider. 



 

4. BACKGROUND 

4.1. At its meeting on 23 July 2018 Carlisle Local Committee proposed the 
development of a working group to specifically look at issues relating to 
Children and Young People. 

4.2. Terms of reference for the Working Group were approved by Carlisle Local 
Committee at its meeting on the 13 November, and membership of the 
group is comprised of 2 members from each of the Labour and Conservative 
groups and one member from the remaining groups (Liberal Democrat or 
Independent). The group meets regularly in line with Carlisle Local 
Committee meetings with the last two meetings taking place on 9th January 
and 5 March 2019.   

4.3. Priorities for the Group. The Working Group has a potentially wide remit if it 
is to consider all aspects of work relating to 0-19 year olds across the City.  
The terms of reference have helped with how the Group does this, and 
working on key priorities better define what it will do.  The following areas 
have been used for discussion in meetings:- 

➢ Developing priorities and clearer criteria for how the 0-19 year old 
grants can be used which would greater inform and guide the Grant 
Panel and officers in making recommendations.  

➢ The Working Group to consider regular Universal Youth Provision 
developments before they are reported to Local Committee. A 
Universal Youth Provision paper is to be presented alongside this 
report at  the Carlisle Local Committee meeting on 19 March 2019.  

➢ Involve and engage young people in identifying their priorities.  

➢ Informing Local Committee in the development of its Area plans to 
ensure that priorities for children and young people are identified within 
the area plan development process. Monitor the delivery of any children 
and young people specific area plan developments. 

➢ Local Committee would also be able to use the Working Group to look 
at priorities/issues as necessary. 

4.4 Developing priorities for 0-19 year old grants and area plan 
development 

Grants: A summary breakdown of grants awarded from the 0-19 year old  
 grants budget is attached in Appendix A. This breakdown shows a general 
split of what activities this funding has been used on over the last three 
years, as well a breakdown in what age categories have primarily benefitted.  

The findings show that the majority of these grants over the last two years 
have been used on sports related activities for children and young people, 
with a consistent level of funding over the last 3 years going to clubs 
delivering projects and positive activities to children and young people. It 
should be noted that these figures do not include Universal Provision funding 
which have been identified in the Universal Provision paper. Members are 
welcome to comment on the summary of grants sheet and the Working 
Group would welcome any suggestions on gaps in grants awarded.  

 



 

Health: Appendices B and C show information from Carlisle ICCs (Integrated 
Care Communities) and Dashboard data related to the delivery of the 
Council Plan (2018/2019). Appendix D also includes a presentation delivered 
to the Working Group on the 5 March 2019. 

The health profile information from the ICC highlights two areas related to 
children and young people which are that children in Carlisle have “excess 
weight above national average” and that “Deliveries to teenage mothers are 
above the national average”. This is supported by information in the 
Dashboard which states that “Levels of childhood obesity in Carlisle are 
higher than the national average”. The Dashboard data also states that, “The 
rate of Children Looked After is higher than the County average”, “The 
proportion of 16-17 year olds Not in Employment, Education and Training 
(NEET) is higher that the County average and County target” and that 
“Participation rates in education training and employment of 16 - 17 year olds 
are below the county average and county target”. 

The presentation to the Working Group from the Public Health Locality 
manager also highlighted that of the five Overarching Public Health Priorities 
three were related to mental wellbeing, tackling obesity and physical activity.  

Information from young people. The recent Make Your Mark ballot provides 
some information about what children and young people prioritise in the 
Carlisle area. This includes: Mental Health and Equal Pay for Equal Work . 
The Working Group received more background information about the Make 
Your Mark report at its meeting in March which is detailed in the Working 
Group minutes in Appendices E and F. In summary, the 10 priorities are 
previously selected by a national youth parliament with each region then 
using the ballot to prioritise what is important to them in their local area. Over 
4,000 young people took part in the ballot in the Carlisle area, through 
participating schools, and other venues where young people are present (eg. 
City Centre events like Cumbria Pride and youth clubs).   

4.5 Suggested priority themes for Area Planning: 

From information received by the Working Group the following themes/areas 
have been suggested that Carlisle Local Committee might prioritize as part 
of the area planning process. These support the evidence led approaches 
from Public Health and also the issues that young people have identified as 
priorities: 

Tackling childhood obesity by improving diet and promoting healthy weight 
initiatives. 

 Raising positive mental health by improving mental wellbeing of children. 

These themes may also provide guidance for the 0-19 year old grants 
funding recommendation panel and for community groups when applying. 

The Working Group continues to research and look at issues that effect and 
impact on the lives of children and young people and will report back to 
Local Committee with any future suggested priorities or issues of relevance.    



 

5. OPTIONS 

5.1. Members are asked to note the report, and make any comments as well as 
suggestions about the priorities of the Children and Young People’s Working 
Group. 

6. RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1. There are no financial implications for the Local Committee arising from the 
recommendations in this report..   

7. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1. Recommendation 3.1 is an item for Local Committee to note.  There are, 
therefore, no direct legal implications.  

7.2. In relation to recommendation 3.2, under Part 2D paragraph 3 of the 
Constitution: 

“Local committees may establish working groups or sub-groups to progress 
key areas of work between meetings of the local committee. Working groups 
and sub-groups do not have decision making powers.” 

8. CONCLUSION 

8.1. This report provides Carlisle Local Committee members with an update on 
the development of the Working Group and asks it to comment on the 
priorities for future development.  

 
Dawn Roberts 
Executive Director - Corporate, Customer and Community Services 
 

March 2019 
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Appendix A - A summary of breakdown of grants 
Appendix B - Carlisle ICCs overview 
Appendix C - Dashboard data related to the delivery of the Council Plan 
Appendix D – Presentation from Public Health to CYPWG 
Appendix E - Minutes of a meeting of the Children and Young Peoples 
Working Group on 9 January 2019 
Appendix F - Minutes of a meeting of the Children and Young Peoples 
Working Group on 5 March 2019 
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